Cyanosis and Dyspnea in Alpha(1)-Antitrypsin Deficiency with ECT.
A 40-year-old depressed patient with alpha(1)-antitrypsin deficiency and severe emphysema developed bronchospasm shortly after an initial electroconvulsive therapy (ECT), resulting in discontinuation of treatment. The use of ECT in patients with emphysema and prevention of respiratory complications are discussed.